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President, Mr. Charles F. D. Belden, of 
Massachusetts. 

First vice-president, Mr. J. M. Hitt, of 
Washington. 

Second vice-president, Mr. E. J. Lien, of 
Minnesota. 

Secretary-treasurer, Mr. A. C. Tilton, of 
Connecticut. 

The report was accepted and after the 
necessary formalities the persons recom- 
mended were declared elected unani- 
mously. 

The committee on resolutions presented 
and recommended the passage of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

WHEREAS, It is with great surprise and 
regret that we have learned of the recent 
removal "for political expediency" of C. B. 
Galbreath as state librarian of Ohio, who 
during a service of fifteen years has proven 
himself to be a faithful, efficient, and com- 
petent public official, both in the affairs 
of his own state and in his relations to 
this association; 

RESOLVED, That we, the National as- 
sociation of state libraries, deplore this re- 
newed entrance of politics into a depart- 



ment of government which to be success- 
ful requires not only personal adaptability, 
but also professional skill, which is greatly 
increased by years of experience; 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to Mr. Galbreath and to 
Governor Harmon. 

The resolutions passed unanimously. 

Mr. Ranck, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
reported informally for the committee on 
the publication of a municipal year book, 
a joint committee with the Special libra- 
ries association. The committee has inter- 
ested other organizations and individuals 
who are active in municipal affairs, and 
good progress is being made. 

After discussion, the committee was in- 
structed to proceed with its work and to 
co-operate with other committees. 

After other papers and committee re- 
ports were ordered printed, the meeting ad- 
journed to meet at the call of the presi- 
dent, if a supplementary meeting before 
the next A. L. A. conference seemed advis- 
able. 

[The Association will print its proceedings in full 
in a separate pamphlet.] 



SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 



(Hotel Maryland, May 22, 1911, 8:15 p. m.) 
In the absence of the officers the meeting 
was called to order by Mr. S. H. Ranck, 
librarian public library, Grand Rapids. Mr. 
A. J. Small, librarian of the Iowa State law 
library was elected president pro tempore 
and Mr. R. H. Johnston, librarian Bureau of 
railway economics, Washington, D. C, sec- 
cretary pro tempore. 

Reading of the minutes was omitted. Mr. 
Ranck, as chairman of the committee on 
the Municipal Year Book, which committee 
co-operates with similar committees of 
other bodies, presented his report which 
showed progress. It was resolved on motion 
of secretary, seconded by Mr. F. B. Graves, 
librarian Mercantile library, San Francis- 
co, "That the Special Libraries Association 
has heard with interest the report of Mr. 
Ranck on the work of the Committee on 



the proposed Municipal Year Book; that 
we endorse the work of this committee, 
recommend its continuance, and approve 
the suggestion that the work be pub- 
lished and feel that details may safely be 
left, to the committee in charge. We sug- 
gest, however, that in its first appearance 
the proposed Municipal Year Book be lim- 
ited to such scope and detail as may en- 
courage a publisher of standing to under- 
take the work of placing it on the market." 
At the request of the president, Mr. F. W. 
Faxon, of the Boston Book Co., gave an 
interesting account of the work of the 
special libraries in Boston and an unofficial 
report of the winter meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts special libraries. Mr. Purd B. 
Wright, librarian Kansas City public li- 
brary, described the growth of a special 
collection of works relating to the packing 
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PASADENA CONFERENCE 



industry at his former charge at St. Joseph. 
Mr. R. A. Campbell, legislative reference 
librarian, California state library, responded 
to a request for an account of the legisla- 
tive reference work of the state library 
and Mr. R. H. Johnston outlined the work 
and methods of the recently established 
library of the Bureau of railway economics 
at Washington, D. C. 

On motion of Miss Grace M. White, of 
the Los Angeles public library, it was voted 
that the association ask the editors of 
the Municipal Journal and Engineer to pub- 
lish separate copies of this Municipal in- 
dex, for sale, preferably printed on one side 
only. 

After some interesting and instructive 



informal discussion it was moved by Mr. 
Campbell, seconded by Mr. Wright, that 
the officers of the Association be re-elected 
for the coming year. The officers of the 
past year were as follows: President, J. C. 
Dana, Free public library, Newark, N. J.; 
vice-president, Robert H. Whitten, Public 
service commission, New York City; sec- 
retary-treasurer, Guy E. Marion, 93 Broad 
St., Boston; executive board, the president, 
the vice-president, the secretary-treasurer, 
George W. Lee, care Stone & Webster, Bos- 
ton, Herbert O. Brigham, State library, 
Providence, R. I., John A. Lapp, State li- 
brary, Indianapolis, Ind. The secretary 
was instructed to cast a ballot, after which 
the meeting was declared adjourned. 



CATALOG SECTION 



FIRST SESSION 
Saturday, May 20, 2:30 p. m. 

SYMPOSIUM ON CATALOGING FOR 
SMALL LIBRARIES 

Miss Jeannette E. McFadden, librarian 
public library, Santa Ana, California, pre- 
sided, in the absence of Mr. Andrew Keogh, 
of Yale university, chairman. 

After reading of the minutes, Miss AR- 
TENA M. CHAPIN, librarian public library, 
Redlands, California, opened the program 
with a paper on 

CATALOGING IN A SMALL CITY 
LIBRARY 

Miss Chapin said in part: 

The first rule is to make the catalog 
simple. The second is to make the entries 
and imprints brief. They should be as brief 
and as simple as can be done without tak- 
ing away from the clearness of the catalog. 
The staff of a small city library is limited, 
and the cataloger must do other work, so it 
is a large item for her to economize time by 
shortening the detail work of her cataloging. 
Of course she must be sensible in this, and 
must always keep before her the point of 
view of her public, and while she is lessen- 



ing her own work she must not omit any- 
thing which will take away from the ease of 
the use of the catalog. 

It is not necessary to spend much time 
looking up full names, or dates. The object 
is to have names entered uniformly. It is 
ofttimes more confusing to the public to 
find a name entered in full, especially when 
this name is somewhat different than the 
one by which the author is best known, 
than to have the name entered without 
sufficient fulness. It seems to me that the 
best rule is to enter always the name 
by which the author is most commonly 
known. It is excellent training at a library 
school to compel the student to look up real 
names and full names, but it is not so prac- 
ticable to make use of all this training when 
actually engaged in preparing a catalog 
for the public. 

Another way in which the cataloging 
may be shortened is in the imprint. The 
size, pages, illustrations and plates, may be 
omitted as a rule, except in books where 
these might add value to the enquirer. If 
your library is one in which there is much 
student work, or research work, of course 
these items should be included, but in the 
average public library no mention need be 
made of illustrations or plates except in 



